Gary School Budget Hits Crisis Level 


by Francine Moscove 


The schools in Gary may be 
closing and everyone is aware 
that this may happen because 
there isn’t any money to keep 


them open. They may shut down 
for ten days this year, and if 
money isn’t found by next year, 
they may not re-open after June 
of 1972. : 
There are reasons why there is 
no money. Various groups within 
school city and the community 
are working hard to keep the 
schools open this year and to 
avoid the crisis ry Nay ages 
Each group, though, its own 
apaiyen of the problem and its 


REALLY ? 
“See unemployment story, page 7 


Private Interests vs. 


own Solutions. 

There is a great deal of con- 
fusion. 3 
Over the last few years, in a 
period of rising costs, the Gary 
school budget has been shrinking. 


It has been shrinking because Of yyy 


cuts in funds by the state 
legislature, because of inflation, 
and because of cuts in federal aid 
to education by the Nixon ad- 
ministration. 


Gary carries 60% of the cost of LTA TU REI 


educating its children, Two- 
thirds of this comes from 
property taxes. Tax assessments 
in Gary have gone down over the 
last two years leaving less money 
available on the local level for the 


Public Schools 
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Youth Challenges Draft; 


Sent 


To Prison 
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schools. 

On a statewide basis, the tax 
assessment per pupil is $14,000. 
In Gary, it is only $9,000 per pupil. 
The level of assessment per pupil 
is set by the state legislature. 


Analysis 


This creates a problem which is 
aggravated by the fact that the 
large industries in Gary are 
assessed at a rate which is lower 
than their actual value. 

So in addition to being assessed 
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too low to allow for enough funds 
to go into the schools, the taxes 
that are being paid are 
inadequate and the burden is 
carried by the small property 
owner. 

The school budget is in bad 
shape. 

The school board cut their 
original $44 million budget by $6 
million. The state cut that budget 
figure by $5 million. Five million 
dollars has already been 
borrowed from next year's 
budget to meet this year’s bills. 
That leaves $28 million available 
for next year. In addition, school 
city owes about a half million 
dollars to the bus company that 


NY. Mayor Hears, 
Sees, Speaks 
No Evil In E.C. 


Prior to his October visit to Lake County, Mayor John Lindsay of New York City was 
iwarned against campaigning for and associating with certain Lake County politicians. 


the Democratic candidates’ campaign.” 
According to a teacher's union official in East Chicago the school system has one 
administrator for every eleven teachers, many of which are patronage jobs. Mean- 
while, classes remain overcrowded and school facilities are poor and lacking. 
Much of the information that prompted the warning to Lindsay was provided by the 
Concerned Democrats of East Chicago, a group which has documented cases of 


company merely sends out an annual | 


government corruption over the past four years. 
Mayor Lindsay’s plans also called for his campaigning for Mayor Richard Gordon 
Hatcher of Gary, The staff paper reported that the role of United States Steel in city 
finances has created a serious financial crisis for the city of Gary. 
“The company refuses to allow the city to assess its property,"’ the memo said. “The 
c letter informing the city of the amount of taxes it 
intends to pay. It is not quite clear why the city has not attempted legal action against 
this practice, but it is clear that the cit 
pany accepts its fair share of the responsibility.” 
When Mayor Lindsay spoke in Ga 
ignored the fiscal and politicall 
the New York City Hall staff. 


y's crisis will 


services the schools and to utility 
companies that provide gas, lighp 
and water. 

The school board announced its 
$6 million slice in next year’s 
budget in a letter to School City 
personnel on November 24. 
School Superintendent Dr. 
Gordon L. McAndrew stated in 
the letter that ‘with respect to 
the 1972. General Assembly, 
which meets in January, it is 
important to remember that 
legislation to improve school 
distribution formula will, 
practically speaking, not bring 
additional funds until 1973.” He 
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| On October 18, 1971 the New York Post printed a story regarding a staff paper 
| prepared for Lindsay by his City Hall Chief of Staff, Jay Kriegel. 

; Although the staff paper stated that Lindsay’s Lake County hosts were “politicans of 
the kind he generally assails in his campaign appearances,” Lindsay, nonetheless, 

appeared at an October 15 rally to support democratic machine candidate Robert 
Pastrick, who was running for mayor of East Chicago. 
The memo further stated that “the city (East Chicago) is run by a more Daley-than- 
us Daley-machine, the Democrats having been in control since 1936.” It quoted one city 
official who said that “‘even a building permit is a very important political matter.”’ 

Lindsay shared the platform with Lake County Democratic Chairman John Krupa at 
he October 15 rally. Lindsay told the East Chicago crowd that he and outgoing Mayor 
‘ohn B. Nicosia ‘have fought the urban battle together. I know of the Mayor's concern 
ai mee or people, I also know that Bob Pastrick shares my concern.” 

While Pastrick easily won the November 3 mayoral election, one city official, when 
asked_a question about fiscal policy, answered that ‘“‘both city hall and the fire 
department are currently overstaffed due to the number of patronage jobs given out by 
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never be made up until the com- 


ry, he referred to the unemployment problem, but 
y explosive U. S. Steel issue that had been detailed by 


ee 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 


. The Catalyst is a community newspaper which will seek and print the truth. We will 
speak to all segments of the community, particularly those whose views and stories 


i have not been represented in the past. We will entertain and inform and serve as a 
forum for debate. 


Lake County is often described as a hard 
change. This need not be true. There are a 
everyone a better break. The Catalyst plans to do its part. 
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place to live and an even harder place to 
number of 


positive forces working to give 
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The Neighborhood Store: 


by Walt Bogdanich 


Remember the small neigh- 
borhood food store-the place 
where you bought bubble-gum as 
a kid. The mood was always 
friendly there and you could feel 

- comfortable calling the owner by 
his first name. 

Maybe there was even a time, 
when for some reason you were a 
little short on money--the grocer 
told you to forget it and said take 
the food anyhow. Needless to say, 
times have changed. 

Sam’s Food Store down the 
block has given way to a big A & 
P Supermarket and Paul’s Food 
Mart, where your parents used to 
shop, has long since been 
replaced by Wiseway, Krogers, 
or Jewels, 

One small business that tried to 
hold out against this trend was 
Nuzzo Bros. Food Shop in Glen 
Park. 

For nearly 50 years, this small 
business served the neighborhood 
around 4ist and Washington. 
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Another Urban Victim 


Recently, however, this familiar * 
store ifront was forced to close its ' _— 
doors because it no longer could /, tse 
keep pace with its larger com-" ~ 


petitors. 


Most everyone in the area knew © E 


the Nuzzo brothers personally po 


and although the store never iy 


made them rich, it did provide 


them with an adequate income. J, 


“It was like a family,” said 


_-Katie Rejevean, a former clerk 
store, | 


“at the Nuzzo Bros. 
“Everyone was really attached 
to each other.” 


Mrs. Anne Nuzzo recently took | 


over control of the business 
following the death of her 
husband, Benny. She said 
financial problems began about 
four or five years ago. 

“It became a big headache,” 
she said. ‘‘With the big super- 
markets, it just wasn’t worth it to 
keep it open,” 

During the last 15 years, the 
rise of large supermarkets have 
cut heavily into the profit of small 


food dealers. Small businesses 
everywhere found themselves in 
a struggle for survival. 

Large food stores were able to 
cut financial corners by buying 
their products in bulk, thereby 
reducing the price on items they 
offered to the public. The neigh- 
borhood food store could not 


Budget Crisis, cont. from page | 


asked for the adoption of the 
following ten point plan; 

1. We intend to pursue a 
position of no salary increases 
through 1972. 

2. An immediate stop to all 
new construction. 

3, A cut of 10% in the salary of 
the Superintendent and the two 
assistant superintendents. 

4. An 8% salary reduction in 
the pay of all other ad, 
ministrative and supervisory 
personnel with an accompanying 
four week reduction in the work 


year. 

5. An 8% reduction in the pay 
of all secretarial, clerical, 
custodial and maintenance 
, sapere with an accompanying 
closing of all oR for four 


weeks annually. ; 
6. A s% reduction i in the pay of 


teachers and other instructional 
staff with an accompanying five 
day reduction in the school year 
for students. 

7. Elimination of 50 unfilled 
teaching positions. 

8. Cut 10% (approximately 
220) of the instructional staff 
through a shortened school day 
for students combined with 
possible class size increases and 
program reductions. 

9. Cut 10% of clerical, 
secretarial, custodial and 
maintenance staff effective 
January 1, 1972. 

10. Cut 10% of the ad- 
ministrative staff effective July 
1, 1972. 

_ The proposal amounts to lower 
salaries for everyone, a shorter 
school year and school day, cuts 


in programs and personnel, and 
larger class sizes. 

It is a giant step backwards. 
Taxpayers, students, and parents 
may not be happy with an ob- 
viously weakened educational 
program. 

Various citizens groups have 
organized to find some effective 
action to keep the schools open 
this year and in coming years 
without weakening the 
educational program. 

The two most active groups to 
date have been the Coalition to 
Save Our Schools and the Con- 
cerned Citizens of Gary. The 
main thrust of both groups has 
been toward the State 
Legislature in an attempt to get 


_ emergency funds for this year. 
The Coalition to Save Our — 


Schools, headed by Jeanne C. 
Shiras and working through 
Metro Corps. of Gary, first met 
last summer when they planned a 
strategy to forestall this year's 
closing. They distributed a fact 
sheet entitled ‘Our Schools Need 
Help!” last August. They met 
with local tatives in the 
State Legislature ih an attempt to 
find out why the money for our 
schools is not coming into Gary. 

The Concerned Citizens of Gary 
is a group of parents and students 
from downtown and West Side 
schools. They recently went to 
Indianapolis to lobby for 
emergency funds for Gary 
schools. 

However, as Dr. McAndrew 
pointed out in the newsletter, any 
long term action by the 
legislature would not be effective 


eg 3883 Broadway 


Gary, Ind. 46409 


884-4590 


Richard Orlich 
Sigurd Nielsen-Altoft 


until 1973. By then irreparable 
damage may have been done to 
the school system -- programs 
eliminated, good personnel 
moved on, class sizes swollen -- 
as a result of the school board's 


ten point plan, The legislature | 


Housing Project 


could conceivably tell Gary to 
keep adopting ten point programs 
to keep its schools open, despite 
the fact such plans erase years of 
work by the Teacher’s Union 
toward small class sizes, quality 
programs, working conditions, 
equipment and salaries. 

In order to keep Gary schools 
open and functioning adequately, 
the school system may have to 
look beyond the state legislature 
for solutions. Perhaps it should 
look closer to home. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
and Youngstown, Ohio, both 
industrial towns, have had 
similar problems with their 
schools in the past. It seems 
strange that in cities with an 
intense concentration of wealth, 
no money is available for schools. 
The suburbs where the industrial 
executives usually live never 
seem to have problems like the 
cities. Where Gary allows about 
$900 a year to educate a child, a 
wealthy suburb can allow about 
$1400. 

Why is it that schools close first 
in industrial communities like 
Gary and Youngstown where 
large steel mills should be paying 
enough taxes to have the best 
school systems in the nation? 
Why is it that executives who run 
those mills never seem to live in 
places where schools close? Is 
there some connection between 
heavy industry and financial 
crisis in a community? 

The Gary school crisis, to be 
solved at all, has to be solved in 
terms of permanent solutions. 
Stop gap measures, though 
necessary for this year, only put 
a strain on next year’s budget 
and perpetuate the problem. 

The formation of citizens’ 
groups is a positive step. If they 
take action on a number of fronts, 
perhaps they can effect a 
solution. 

The Teacher’s Union is in an 
awkward position to act simply 
because as a self-interest group. 
Any action may make them 
suspect in the eyes of the com- 
munity. If they strike after 2 
payless payday, they save School 
City money and shoulder the 
blame for a school closing. If they 
teach without salaries, they 
weaken their bargaining position, 
although the schools stay open. 

But few businesses ask their 
employes to work without a 
salary and few employeespub 
or private, are willing to do su. 

Either way, the burden may 
once again fall onthe ieast 

powerful -- teachers, stu.» 


dents and small salaries 
personnel. 


compete, and died. 

Chicken wire now covers the 
windows of Nuzzo Bros, Its 
windows are soaped and the 
owner of a new boutique next 
door says he hopes to move into 
the old store soon. 

When asked why the store 
stayed in business for as long as it 


did, Mrs. Nuzzo gave credit to her 
late husband. ‘‘He kept it going, 
because of his love for people,” 
she said. 

And that probably is the one 
thing which people will think of 
and miss, the next time they 
battle crowds at their nearby 
shopping center. 


Glen Parkers 
Protest Local 


Approximately one hundred 
citizens in the Glen Park area 
have been meeting on a weekly 
basis to raise money for legal 
feesyto enjoin against the con- 
struction of 80 public housing 
units in the southeast corner of 
the community. 

The group, called the Glen 
Park Citizen’s Committee, 
primarily oppose the single unit 
dwellings because they feel that 
property values will decline in 
nearby neighborhoods. 

The project which has been 
approved by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development, the city council, 
and the planning commission is 
planned for the land bordered by 
49th Avenue, 50th Place, Ten- 
nessee Street and Indiana Place. 

The leaders of the Glen Park 
Citizen’s committee cite the 
$13,500 average cost per unit of 
the housing complex as evidence 
that the homes would be ‘‘sub- 
standard” if contrasted with the 
estimated average of $15,000 for 
nearby homes. 

“I don’t believe in public 
housing, period, and in Glen Park 
double period,” said president 
Duane Baldwin. Another decried 
what he described as the 
‘“‘delapidation’’ of housing 
projects in the downtown area. 

On an individual basis, reasons 
for oppostion to the housing 
project vary considerably. Many 
say that while they sympathize 
with those who need public 
housing, they fear that crime 
would increase if low income 
families moved into their neigh- 
borhood. 


A young member of the Glen 
Park Citizens Committee ex- 


plained, ‘‘A lot of the people that 
live in the area where the project 
is going up came from Tolleston, 
They took a bad beating finan- 
cially and most of them can’t 
afford to move.”’ 

Not all of the members of the 
Glen Park Citizen's Committee 
are small property owners or 
opposed to the concept of public 
housing in general. Two mem- 
bers in the forefront of the Glen 
Park Citizen’s Committee are 
building contractors with sub- 
stantial holdings in the area 
adjacent to the building site. One 
of the contractors has contracted 
for public housing projects for 
other areas of the city in the past. 

Most members of the 
organization deny that the ex- 
clusion of racial or ethnic groups 
is a motive of the Glen Park 
Citizen’s Committee. Although a 
number of tactics of stopping the 
project have been discussed by 
the group, the main thrust of 
effort thus has been in the door- 
‘to-door campaign to collect 
money for a legal battle. 

As of December 2, $2,600 has 
been collected toward $8,000 
needed for legal fees. The 
organization plans to seek 
donations from Glen Park 
businessmen as the next step in 
their fund-raising. As of yet the 
overwhelming majority of 
members reside in the 
Southeastern section of Glen 
‘Park. 

The legal case is being handled 
by Wendell Goad, a Gary at- 
torney. Similar suits have been 
attempted in other parts of the 
country, most recently in 
Chicago. So far none have been 
successful in stopping housing 


projects, 
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Corporations eye new markets; 
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Private Interest vs Public Schools 


by Francine Moscove ~ 


Over a year ago when 
Behavioral Research Laboratory 
took over directorship of Ban- 
neker School, many people: in the 
community thought it was a 
positive step towards ex- 
perimentation and innovation by 
a progressive school board. 
Many, however, have since come 
to doubt the “‘progressiveness”’ of 
the program and the motives of 
school board members in en- 
couraging the takeover. 

Because large corporations are 
becoming increasingly involved 
in schools, the public has also 
begun to question the reasons for 
federal monies being spent in this 
new way. Cuts, in federal aid to 
education have partly caused the 
crisis in Gary Schools, yet the 
federal government turns over 
money to corporations which 
were formed practically over- 
night. 

The man who was president of 
BRL, George Stern, left BRL last 
summer to form his own com- 
pany, Public Management 
Corporation. Upon doing so, he 
came to Gary and received a 
grant of $30,000 in federal funds to 
come up with a proposal that 
would completely reorganize the 
West Side schools and net his 
company a million a year for five 
years for setting up and running 
the new program. 

If one were to ask the Dept. of 
Health, Education and Welfare 
why they are promoting large 
corporate investment in the 
schools, they would tell you that 
the schools can only benefit by 
competition—the staple of the 
American system of free en- 
terprise. If one were to ask the 
companies why they were so 
eager to get into education, they 
might answer that competition 


between schools is good, and that 
‘different companies competing to 


create good programs can only 
improve education. 

This whole involvement is 
called performance contracting. 
A company makes a contract 
with a school to get the children 
to perform at a certain level and 
the school pays the company for 
each child that meets the con- 
tract specifications and doesn’t 
pay for those who don’t. 

Performance contracting is not 
the corporate concerns’ only 
involvement in public education, 
but it seems to be the method 
most often used to get the cor- 
porate foot in the public door. The 
question is why are school boards 
and corporations so eager to take 


the schools out of the hands of 
local residents and why are they 
so eager to use their money in 
this way. Why are they so eager 
to superimpose the structure of 
the corporation onto the schools? 
One of the reasons why school 
boards all over the country are 
willing to try performance 
contracting is the pressure they 
are under to produce good 
educational systems in their 
communities. Performance 
contracts seem to result in 
communities where public 
education is failing to produce. 
To them, having an outside 
concern come in and try to 
succeed where they have failed 
so far must be attractive. 
School boards are also 
notoriously against teacher 
unions, claiming that they don’t 
have the interests of the children 
at heart, whereas a large cor- 
poration does, because to them 
the children represent dollars 
and cents, Each child who fails 
will cost the corporation money. 
Failure doesn’t cost the teacher 
anything and teacher's unions 
are more interested in salaries 
for teachers than in programs for 
children. Peecien te 
In Gary, though, the com- 
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munity saw teachers walk out 
last Spring because the school 
board planned to make program 
cuts. 

It would be hard, however, to 
imagine a private company 
walking out because the school 
board would make program cuts 
that would insure them that their 
contractual obligations would be 
met. When a’school board and a 
corporation work hand in hand, 
conflicts of interest are unlikely, 

The school board’s attempts to 
cut programs to save money 
would only insure that there 
would be enough money for the 
corporation to be paid. The school 
board’s attempts to cut programs 
that are vital for the children also 
put teachers out of jobs, into 
impossible teaching situations 
through lack of materials and 
overcrowding, and into a lower 
salary range through cuts in 
salaries. 

A corporation involved in 
education is going to make a 
profit, or get out of the business. 
Teachers do not need to make a 
profit, they just need to make a 
living. 


When a school is run like a 
business a great burden of 
control is taken off the shoulders 
of the school board. They no 
longer have to deal with unhappy 
teachers. The boss in the school 
takes care of unhappy em- 
ployees. He fires them or they are 
“phased” out. 

Ironically, corporate education 
results in decentralization. The 
teachers unions and PTA’s would 
no longer confront a single school 
board, but would deal with the 
boards of directors of any 
number of private school cor- 
porations. Hence, teachers 
working for one particular 
corporation would have no real 
reason to sympathize with 


» teachers protesting working 


conditions under a different 


corporation. The result would be 
a gradual weakening of teacher 
unions. 

’ Theoretically the companies 
would have to answer to the 
board of directors for their 
performance or accountability, 
but with men from the companies 
running the board, there would be 
no chance for a real ac- 
countability. Any program that 
would make money and keep the 
federal state, and local money 
rolling in would be made to look 
good to the people of the com- 
munity—just as a dangerous car 
that sells well off the showrrom 
floor is given good advertising. 
And corporations have enough 
money to pay big public relations 
firms from New York for good 
advertising as is the case with 
Banneker School. 

In national educational 
marketing circles, the method 
used to make considerable sums 
of money in a hurry is called 
“leapfrogging”’. 

An editor for an educational 
book publisher explained the 
term “‘leapfrogging” as follows: 
A small sum of money is invested 
for a modest program. A’ con- 
siderably larger sum of money is 
Spent on a high-priced public 
relations firm. The public 
relations men in turn orchestrate 
the media and in a short time a 
major success is claimed. By the 
time a more objective evalution 
emerges, advance men for the 
corporation have moved into 
invest on a still wider program. 

Why would a corporation be so 
eager to take over a_ public 
school? First of all, because it is 
a new market. 


A corporation like 
Westinghouse can use federal 
funds to develop a new school, 
produce all the materials for the 
new school and then purchase 
this material with federal money. 
They get rich. They will get 
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money to develop the program 
and create a need in that 
program for the products they 
are pa and sell those 
products to that program. It is an 
ideal situation. And money isn’t 
their only concern. There is also 
the power that such a set up 
would give to the corporations. 
Who controls the schools controls 
peoples minds. They will have 
complete freedom to mold 
children to the needs of the larger 
corporations. Private companies 
could plan twenty years ahead 
for how many computer 
programmers they would need 
and start channeling children in 
that direction until they had 
enough. 

What about the traditional 
academic administrator? Won't 
they eventually lose out in this 
kind of set up? One thing the 
corporations will have to have, is 
professional educators, and the 
administrators know this. A 
systems analyst from Lockheed 
does not make a good school 
administrator, Donald Kendrick 
was fired from the BRL program 
and replaced with a professional 
educator. Professional educators 
who now have only a modest sum 
of money, power, and prestige 
would be able to improve their 
situations fantastically and get 
rid of the hassles with parents 
and teachers. A publicly sup- 
ported school can only pay 
considerably more. The cor- 
porate sales pitch could be very 
tempting to administrators. They 
could afford to create public 
opinion instead of having to fight 
it. They might easily ignore the 
teachers’ and parents’ opinions 
because accountability would be 
defined mainly in terms of profit 
and loss. 

As far as control of our schools, 
it is becoming increasingly ob- 
vious that the welfare of our 
children and private interests do 
not mix now, and never will. 
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Unemployment Scene 
Remains Bleak 


by George Bogdanich 

Christmas celebrations may be 
a bit subdued for a considerable 
number of families in Lake and 
Porter Counties this winter. 
Approximately 10.6% of the 
regular work force, more than 
21,000 men and women, are 
without jobs according to most 
recent figures. 

Officials of the Indiana State 
Employment Service say relief is 
not yet in sight. Joblessness 
reached its peak on the week 
ending August 28th, but has 
continued to average between 
nine and ten percent in what has 
been the worst unemployment 
crisis in more than a decade. 

In the peak month of August, 
the crowded streetcorners and 
long unemployment lines in 
Indiana Harbor and downtown 
Gary were reminiscent of scenes 
from the depression of the 
thirties. Today unemployment 
compensation lines have been 
streamlined, and streetcorners 
are now too cold for idlers, but 
lack of work nonetheless, 
remains a serious problem for 
many people in Northwestern 
Indiana. 

Many factors have contributed 
to the widespread joblessness in 
the area. The most immediate 
has been the massive lay-offs by 
steel companies which followed 
the last minute settlement of the 
national steel contract averting a 
strike. As in 1968, extensive 
stockpiling in anticipation of a 
strike was the main reason for 
slowdowns. 

U.S. Steel, Bethlehem Steel, 
Youngstown Steel and Inland 
Steel companies have all laid-off 
substantial numbers of their 
work force. Of the four major 
steel companies, U.S. Steel 
continues to have the greatest 

number of laid-off employees. 

A two week shut-down is 
considered likely for the sheet 
and tin mill divisions of the Gary 
Works plant in the last week of 
December and the first week of 
January. 


Over the last two months 
Inland Steel Company called 
back many of the employees, but 
workers are often laid off again 
after a short period of time. 

“A lot of people feel 
demoralized” says Gene Cieslak, 
a grievance man from 
Steelworker’s Local 1010, “‘a guy 
finally starts to receive his 
unemployment compensation 
and sub-pay, but the mill calls 
him back for a couple weeks and 
he has to go through the process 
all over again.” 

“Its not the big slash that 
bothers people the most, it’s the 
feeling that other people are 
working steadily while they get 
laid off.” 

Cieslak feels Steel workers are 
beginning to question whether the 
contract the union signed was 
worth the sacrifices the workers 
had to make. Sections of the 
contract pertaining to the 
sequence followed when laying 
off workers haven't yet been 
agreed upon and the company is 
reducing the number of days a 
week in order to avoid paying 
sub-pay. 

Other complaints include the 
charges that the steel mills are 
laying off people by combining 
two jobs ordinarily done by one 
person and sega Bey when 
a steelworker is absent from 
work, 

For many middle aged people 
it was the first time they had to 
wait in line for food stamps or 
experience first hand the con- 
fusion in the Department of 
Public Aid. 

Young people have been hit 
particularly hard by the 
slowdown in the mills. Because of 
the seniority system they are the 
first ones usually to be laid off or 
have their work week reduced. 
Some young people say they are 
glad to have been laid-off and 
have taken the opportunity to 
enroll in one of the state 
university extensions, Some are 
staying above water financially 
by repairing cars, tutoring, or 


substitute teaching. Many, 
however are unhappy over the 
lack of jobs in the area. 

“I guess a lot of us figured 
we had it made when we went 
got our college degrees,” says 
a 24 year old graduate in psy- 
chology, ‘‘but you can’t even 
get a job in the mill which used 
to be a sure thing.” 

There seems to be a great deal 
of aimlessness and the feeling of 
being ‘‘shuffled around” among 
young people, who either can’t 
find work or can’t find the type of 
work they have prepared 
themselves for. 

Both housewives and working 
women have felt the effects of 
unemployment in their household 
budgets. Beyond the lay-offs of 
women in the mills, the major 
factor in the unemployment of 
women is the lack of adequate 
transportation facilities in the 
area. The lack of transportation 
is underscored as a factor 
because of the discontinuance of 
Gary bus service to Hobart and 
Crown Point at the same that new 
opportunities for employment 
are moving toward the southeast, 


One feeling that unemployed 
people have mentioned con- 
sistently is that they have “too 
much time to think”, and the 
question of whether they will ever 


get called back to work is con- = 


sistently on their minds. 


With little relief in sight on the 
local level many seem to be 
waiting for some sort of federal 
help. Some have expressed the 
hope that the increased profits 
from President Nixon’s wage- 
and-price freeze will be used to 
create more jobs. 


Others point to the fact that 
industries are presently using 
only 75% of their full capacity, 
and that high profits might just 
as easily be invested in the 
purchase of automation devices, 
which would eliminate workers 
rather create full employment. 
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Talk and debate about the wage and price freeze seems vacant these 
days, especially if your job is frozen or has been eliminated. Federal 
Emergency Employment Act money has arrived, but it hasn’t 
changed anything. 

A number of laid-off steelworkers from Gary Works have been 
analyzing the August 1 steel contract and massive lay-offs, as well as 
keeping tabs on management moves toward job elimination. 
= They are working out of the Unemployed Steelworkers Council at 
= pb - = axe Their major concern right now is pressuring 
= management into some commitment beyond i 

recalls will pick-up when orders pick-up. nur etal cgaaaae 

They have kept in touch with other unemployed steelworkers in the 
area by distributing over 5,000 leaflets dealing with problems and 
programs for the unemployed at S.U.B. pay stations, food stamp of- 

ces and a number of mill gates. The Council has also set-up the 
achinery to aid families who face evictions or property 
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Say Lindsay Didn't Follow 


Politics and 


[UnAmericanism 


Much has been said about un-American activities in Lake County 
and nearly always we are warned of dire things to come if we are not 
careful. However, those who take such great pains to warn us always 
neglect to mention the un-American activities that are already taking 
place in our local government. 

When we are guaranteed our right to vote, who could deny that any 
attempt to manipulate our votes or steal them outright or counterfeit 
them is an un-American act? 

When a police officer deliberately fails to perform his duties in a 
proper manner, he is also committing an un-American act. When 
judges accept bribes in lieu of administering justice and turn their 
backs upon an otherwise unprotected public, they are difinitely un- 
American, 

When we are denied access to public records through numerous 
subterfuges and records are destroyed or falsified before we can see 
them, a fair and honest government becomes an impossible dream. 

An elected official is our hired hand who has begged and pleaded 
with us to give him the job of looking after our interests. When he then 
refuses to listen to our desires and abuses his public office to per- 
sonally enrich himself or to merely hand out favors to personal 
friends, he is violating a public trust and is guilty of no less than the 
crime of treason against the people he is supposed to represent. 

When an elected official blatantly steals more than two million 
dollars from a public welfare fund, he has stolen money that belongs to 
all of us. He is a traitor to America. A thief merely hurts one or two 
while a public official who steals not only hurts all of us, but also un- 
dermines the public confidence in our government and weakens our 
faith that our nation can remain strong under such leadership. 

To be more specific our corrupt public officials have contributed 
greatly to destroying our way of life and this corruption is on the in- 
crease everywhere, 

While working people are struggling to make ends meet our elected 
and appointed i carne ly are behaving like multi-handed pick- 
pockets at a paralytic convention. All attempts to stop these nefarious 
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by George Sullivan 


activities are met with the rousing cry of ‘‘commie-ungodly-atheist 
agitator’’. With this ancient battle cry, all of the kooks come out of the 
woodwork and become staunch defenders of the public trust. It is 
strange that their defense of the public trust is so conspicious by its 


absence at all other times. It is as though the kooks are protecting the 


rats who are in the corncrib while screaming about the danger of 
letting cats in the barnyard. 

An outstanding example of abuse of public office for personal 
enrichment is the case of Tom Fadell, the Calumet Township tax 
assessor. In attempting to trace his career, one is constantly reminded 
of the quote “oh what a tangled web we weave when first we practice 
to decieve.” During Fadell’s term in office he has owned or been a 
partner in more than 16 corporations and he has used his position to 
attempt to force people to do business with his corporations. Where 
those who are being coerced try to refuse, Fadell often flies into a rage 
and retaliates by raising their tax assessments as high as five times 
their normal assessment. Fadell uses every trick in the book to keep 
his dealings from coming to light and much of his business is con- 
ducted under the names of friends and relatives. 

Whenever he is questioned about his activities he is prone to 
threaten his questioner with physical harm or legal retaliation. In the 
primary elections in May, 1971 Fadell created a distrubance at a 
polling place while exposing a carbine he was carrying in his car. 

Some of his public statements are comical and not to be taken 
seriously by any thinking person but his actions are not so funny and 
he does not hesitate to attempt to destroy anyone who gets in his way 

If Tom Fadell did not hold a public office, his antics would be less 
serious but he is also the Democratic Party chairman for the Ist 
District of Lake County. As the tax assessor and party chairman, he is 
in a position of considerable power and that power in the hands of such 
a man represents a deadly danger to our internal security, 

We must find a way to remove such men from office in the same way 
that a dentist would pull a rotten tooth from an otherwise healthy 
mouth. 
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The Script for Indiana 


By ALLAN WOLPER 


Mayor Lindsay apparently ignored a staff paper and 
campaigned last weekend for Indiana's version of old New 
York City Tammany Hall machine politicians. 

The confidential memo identified a number of Lindsay's 
weekend companions as politicians of the kind he generally 
assails in his campaign appearances. 

The report was prepared for Lindsay by the office of 
City Hall chief of staff Jay Kriegel. Its main points were 


made available to The Post, 

The document warned 
Lindsay that the people he 
would be seeing practiced 
“machine politics with a 
vengeance”. 

One candidate endorsed by 
the Mayor was termed the 
product of “a more Daley- 
than-Daley machine.” 

The knowledge did not 
deter (he Mayor from heartily 
commending his weekend 
hosts as men eager to bring 
about the same kind of urban 
change to which he has pub- 
licly pledged himself, 

The memo said that Indi- 
ana State Chairman Gordon 
St. Angelo “means to back 
and control the winner” [of 
his state’s May Democratic 
Presidential primary] .. . 
What distinguishes Indiana 
politics is not thé persuasion 


of its voters, rather the or- 
ganization of its parties, In- 
diana’s patronage society is 
in an excellent state of 
preservation. It is machine 
politics with a vengeance. 

Lindsay, whose two-day 
campaign trip through Indi- 
ana was arranged by St. 
Angelo, praised for him re- 
portedly throughout the In- 

“Gordon St. Angelo is a 
diana visit, 
distinguished State Chair- 
man... a compassionate 
human being .. . he knows 
that there is a critical need 
for change .. . he is gener- 
ous, kind and thoughtful... 
he has a deep sense of what's 
right .. . he is a marvellous 
state chairman,” the Mayor 
said. 

The memo said that “the 


most distinguished aspect of 
E. Chicago [where the 
New York Mayor cam- 
paigned for the party organ- 
ization] is its polities, which 
like so much of Lake Coun- 
ty, is organization-dominated 
and controlled. As one city 
official frankly admitted, 
even a building permit is a 
very important political mat- 
ter. 

“The city is run by a more 
(Chicago Mayor Richard J.) 
Daley-than-Daley machine, 
the Democrats having been 
in control since 1936, 

“Of note, this city official 
confessed, in answer to a 
question regarding fiscal 
crisis, that both the city and 
fire departments are current- 
ly overstaffed due to the 
number of patronage jobs 
given out by the Democrati¢e 
candidate's campaign. 

“Cinsurgent group called] 
the Concerned Democrats 
have been attacking the pre- 
sent administration's con- 
struction record ,. . In addi- 
tion, blacks and Puerto 
Ricans have been pressuring 
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for the construction of low 
income -housing outside the 
ghetto, an issue of high 
volatility in the white areas.” 

Lindsay told an East Chi- 
cago rally that “Your distin- 
guished Mayor John Nicosia 
aad I have fought the urban 
battle together. I know of 
the Mayor's concern for 


people. I also know that Bob 
Pastrick (the city controller 
and Democratic mayoral can- 
didate to succeed Nicosia, 
who is retiring] shares my 
concern. I wish him well.” 

In Gary, Ind. Lindsay 
campaigned for black Mayor 
Richard Hatcher, whose 
primary victory last spring 
guaranteed his re-election 
this fall in a town that has 
not had a GOP mayor in 
more than three decades. 

In East Chicago he shared 
the platform with Lake 
County Chairman John 
Krupa, a politician who is 
considered Hatcher's most 
vocal rival. Krupa supported 
Hatcher's white Republican 
oponent for Mayor in the 
1967 municipal election. 


The memo said that “Gary 
is as solidly Democratic as 
any town that exists any- 
where in America .. . to com- 
pound the (city’s) crisis is 
the role of US Steel in city 
finances. The company re- 
fuses to allow the city to 
assess its property. The com- 


pany merely sends out an 
annual letter, informing the 
city of the amount of taxes 
it tends to pay. It is not 
quite clear why the city 
hasn't attempted legal ac- 
tion against this practice, 
but it is clear that the [city’s 
fiscal crisis} will never be 
made up until the company 
accepts its fair share of the 


responsibility. 

“If US Steel inhibits the 
financial stability of Gary, it 
is really devastating to its 
immense pollution problems. 
The city does have a clean 
air ordinance but perhaps 
the major pollutant, the coke 
plant, is exempt. 

Lindsay spoke about the 
city’s unemployment prob- 
lem, but ignored the fiscal 
and politically explosive U.S. 
Steel issue that had béen de- 
tailed by the New York City 
Hall Staff. 

The staff paper also warned 
‘that Fort Wayne's Democratic 
candidate Ivan Lebamoff was 
running a campaign against 
New York City. 

At a cocktail reception, Leb- 
amoff aides applauded Lind- 


REPRINT 


say after they handed out 
a brochure that asked: “Are 
we creating another New 
York or a better Fort Wayne? 
Let's examine New York for 
a minute. The people are vir- 
tually ignored, It's a cold 
callous place, Newspaper 
strikes, garbage strikes, po- 
lice strikes, wholesale prosti- 
tution, blatant pornography, 
muggings, rapes. The people 
suffer: they scream, but their 
screams are not heard.” 


Lebamoff explained the fol- 
lowing day that the brochure 
was compiled by a New York 
public relations man and 
printed last summer before 
the Mayor switched from the 
Democratic to the Republican 
parties. 
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"The Sheep” (above) 


The Jesus people who came to Gary, which perked people up a 
Gary from Milwaukee recently bit and they offered to teach new 
said they have been getting some ‘‘disciples’’ how to open and run a 
adverse publicity of late. They Jesus Coffee House. Jim 
don’t really deserve it. Their © They are probably more sin- 
show is harmless variety: their cere than Aimee Semple Mc- P | . 
jolly young leader tells jokes, Pherson or Billy Graham, but alosaar! 
members recall conversion they don’t seem to be drawing the m 
experiences and they all sing. crowds. (r ight) 
They talked of eliminating fear © Anyway they came to Gary 
and crime from the streets of high on Jesus. 
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Palmer Singleton II, a member 
of the Hammond Bar 
Association, was asked by the 
court to testify against his son. 
He refused, asking ‘‘what has this 
government come to when it asks 
a father to testify against his 
son?” 

Several weeks later U.S. 
District Court Judge George N 
Beamer sentenced his son, 
Palmer Singleton III, to federal 
prison for up to six years for 
refusal to register for the 
selective service, 

Judge Beamer let Singleton 
make his own “decision’’--three 
years probation, two of them 
working in a hospital, or prison. 
Singleton told the judge that ‘‘one 
can make a decision about 
probation work but only the 
government can make the 
decision about jail.;”” Singleton 
refused probation and Judge 
Beamer sentenced him to prison. 

Young Singleton had notified 
his draft board before his 18th 
birthday that he would refuse to 
register. He notified Judge 
Beamer before the sentencing 
Nov. 26 that he would refuse 
alternative service, such as 
hospital work. 

Singleton had indirectly 
refused alternative service once 
before. He is a Quaker and would 
have qualified for concientious 
objector status. His draft lottery 
number turned out to be 326, 
more than safe. 

Singleton based his case on a 
straightforward contention that 
the selective service laws force a 


man to make a decision at 18 that 
could conceivably result in his 
death at 19 

“Men are not alive to kill,’”’ he 
said in court. 

His father and mother sup- 
ported him throughout the trial, 
They stood by him during an 
hour-long vigil in front of the War 
Memorial in Hammond while 
cameras buzzed from inside City 
Hall. 

Judge Beamer is said to have 
grappled with this case both in 
court and in conscience. He 
granted Singleton a degree of 
grudging respect and by the time 
of the sentencing may very well 
have been confused. 

He was nevertheless harsh. 

Perhaps that is why before the 
sentencing he told Singleton, 
“You're a perpetual dropout,” 
after glancing at some papers 
provided by a probation officer. 
Singleton explained that he left 
high school to attend an ex- 
perimental school in Vermont 
and took some time off from 
Sarah Lawrence College to work 
for the American Friends Service 
Committee. 

Judge Beamer had earlier 
suggested that Singleton’s 
protest would have been more 
effective if channeled through a 
letter to his congressman. 

Sometimes there is no room 
within the law for simple per- 
sonal logic. Palmer Singleton III 
probably knew this before his 
18th birthday. It did not stop him 
from standing up to it. 

J.P. 
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_ Wil They Register? 


Youth May Hold 
20% County Vote 


“Round the Region 


by Becky Bornstein 


Here are some of the things Meditation Society, IU. Nor- Sat. Dec. 11 
going on this week. All of these thwest, Room 218, at 10 A.M., Childrens Films-Gary Public 
events are open to everyone in Room 210 at 4 P.M. Library, 1 P.M. 
the community. They are free if | Wednesday, December 8 Play-“The Christmas That Was 
not otherwise listed. Film*Under the Yum-Yum Cancelled--Almost’’, Aetna 
Tuesday, December 7 Tree? Purdue Calumet Campus, School, 3 P.M., Also, Dec. 12, 18, After the 26th amendment to registration by age, so there is no 
Art Exhibit-Grace Mullin, Hammond Rm. 158, 12 Noon, ° 19. the constitution enfranchised way to tell how many of the 
Gary Public Library Gallery, Lecture on Transcendental Paperback Swap-Kennedy = over 25 million 18-25 year old, eligible new voters are 
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Daily 9 Pies to 5 P.M. until Meditation-I.U. Northwest, Rm. Library, 11 A.M. to 4 P.M. = pollsters and political analysts registered, But they represent 
Dec. 212, 4 P.M. Sunday, Dec. 12 = began looking for voting trends more than 20% of the potential 
ftoliday es Arrangements Thursday, December 9 Coffee House-I. U. Northwest = and popular candidates the new county-wide vote. 


Exhibit-Gary Garden, Club The Art of Framing-Elliot Student Lounge, Loca] En- 
Members, Gary Public Library Herschman, Gary Artists’ tertainers will perform, 8-11 P.M. 
Display Cases, until Dec. 31. League, 400 S. Lake St.8 P.M. 25 cents. 

Art Exhibit-Eleanor Lewis, Childrens Film’The Christmas Christmas Concert-Valparaiso 
1.U. Northwest Campus, Main Deer?Kennedy Branch Library, University Chapel, 4 P.M. 


voters might support. According to Lubeck, the Lake 
Interestingly, politicians in County Project plans to conduct 
college townssought to prevent registration drives in high 


to many of the “new voters” schools, colleges, businesses, 
largely students, from trade and secretarial schools, 


Foyer, Daily until Dec. 11. 4 P.M. Hanging of the Greens, Carols, registering to vote. unions and shopping centers 
Art Exhibit-Molly Schiff, Gary Friday, December 10 Refreshments, YMCA, 2-4 P.M. Lesson: 25 million people throughout the county. 

Artists’ League, 400 S, Lake St., Family Christmas Films, Mon, December 13 = eligible to vote mean nothing if “We would like to make it 

Gary, Wed. 3-7 P.M., Sat. and Kennedy Branch Library, 7: 30 Selections from ‘‘The Messiah” = they are not registered to vote. difficult for young people not to 

Sun. 1-5 P.M. until Jan. 5. P.M. - West Side High School, at 4:00 The Youth Citizenship Fund, a Tegister,”’ says Lubeck 


national non-partisan voter | Many political observers 


Lecture-‘‘Is Jesus Christ Board of Health Meeting, Gary P.M. 
registration organization, has believe young people to be too 


Relevant Today?” By Rev. Dale Health Dept., 15th Ave. and Christmas Concern-Purdue 
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nd national levels, the Organizers, however, point to the 


Lectures on Transcendental Otis Brown, Speaker, I.U. North- House, 1507 Massachusetts St. 
= organization believes it is im- Student movement of the 1960’s, 


Meditation-Student International west Student Lounge, 6:30 P.M. 12:30 P.M. 
= portant that the new voters are Which influenced government 
SHU 00H LEHLUELONNENEANUONAUONOONEATANUEUUOUUAUEEUAEUOGUE40OG000 080000080000 0000UOOUNOEOOUOUUOOOOOUOOOUOUOOUESEEULUOUOSEEUOGOOOQQOOOOQOQUUOUOOUUUUOOOnEROEUnGOnUOHEEELONT= ary policy tosome extent on military, 
James Lubeck, a Hammond ‘acial and ecological issues. 
a native and field organizer for the “It’s teria said, ae 
e READ THE CATALYST ‘ie ries 2h ie Lh 
* ACLU/ —_ raat ‘aganteatian: the register, but we can’t force them 
There will be a meeting Lake County Voter Registration ‘e vote. But electorial politics 
does give them a new arena — to 


sponsored by the Calumet Project. The organization is 4 

Chapter of the ACL. It will be directed by an advisory council] Pressure candidates, become 

held on the I.U. campus at 8:15 on a which includes representatives delegates to national con- 
; from business, industry, labor ventions, and perhaps to run for 


December 8. The subject of the 


= Fisher, I.U. Northwest AB 102, Virginia St., 8:30 P.M. Calumet Campus, Hammond, = opened an office in Lake County individual or indifferent to 
= 11:30 A.M. Senior Citizens Club-Gary 12:30 to 8 P.M. at 2236 W. Ridge Road. While it is become a powerful voting bloc in 
= __ Senior Citizens Club-Kennedy Public Library, Main Branch 2 Tuesday, December 14 still unclear what affect the the labor, ethnic or regional 
= Branch Library Christmas P.M. Senior Citizens Christmas youth vote” will have on elec- tradition, 

= Choral Program, 2 P.M. Young Republicans Meeting. Party, Stewart Settlement toral politics on the local, state  Lubeck and other registration 


talk will be on ‘Law and Student and civic groups. Both Office themselves on the local 
é . i ; 3 Democratic and Republican level.” 

Rights in Public Schools. Attys. county chairman — John Krupa __Lubeck also noted that student 

L. Schramm, and R. Elberger ge and Charles Colyer — are and youth blocs have long been 

will speak. members of the council. powerful forces in the national 


There are 664,200 18 - 25 year politics of foreign countries like 
olds in Indiana and 66,370 of them France and Japan. ! 
live in Lake County. Lake ‘After all,’’ he added, ‘‘Nixon’s 


County, unlike other counties in Marginof victory in 1968 was only 
the United States, does not record 500,000 votes. 
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The GRAND OPENING 
, NOV, 2lst 


Starting 12 Noon 
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Unusual Handcrafted Gifts 
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